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Of all created things the loveliest 
‘And most divine are children. 
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Dear Reader, 

‘The phrase “Couch Potatoes” is used to de- 
scribe people addicted to television. Now it is 
“fat sheep" and the reference is to people who 
have become totally dependent on the computer. 

‘Today, a person need not go to his office. He 
can attend to his business from home. Shopping; 
banking operation: purchase of tickets for any 
kind of journey etc. are done 
without stepping out of the 
house. 

You can see any 
movie sitting at home 
and download music. 


Couch, Potat 


ATO’: 
You can also create Fat; Sheep! 
music with soft- el al 
ware available and if you are lucky, you can 
become a great musician!! 












When you write, your spelling mistakes are 
corrected and punctuation marks are placed prop- 
erly without any effort on your part! Computers 
are evolving a new kind of English; a new kind 
of grammar and are even deciding on our | ter 
ary style. Our arithmetic is being done by the 
computer while tallying accounts. In short, our 
entire life and activity is being computerised! 

Worst of all, the time has come when our 
brains need not be store houses of knowledge. 
All that we have to do is click, to find out what- 
ever we want to know, whenever the need arises! 





All this is going to create a mental obesity. 
The computer threatens to cripple mankind 
mentally! Scientists are not pressing the panic 
button but warning bells are ringing. Let us not 
become slaves of the computer. 

- Editor 
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T came to know about Gokulam 
only when my maths master 
presented it to me when I scored 
the highest mark. As I turned 
the pages I found so many 
stories, jokes, paintings, 
facts and so much more! 
1 find it helps me im 
prove my vocabulary 

al 
every 








and gives a lot of 
information. 1 am 
now a regular 
reader and eagerly 
await the issue 

month, 





iddhartha, Std IX, 
ism Mat, Hr See School, 
Bodinayakanur, 





T like Gokulam very n 





ich. My 
s fers. When 
Igo to the the department store every 
month, the first thing 1 do is to run 
and pick up my copy! 

—Minal. H. Lula, Std V, 
a Vidya Bhavan, Erode. 











T have a huge collection of 
Gokulam. I love this magazine! My 
favourites are the Jokes, Personality. 
Creative Comer and Gogo’s grid. 

— Ankita Arvind Kirkire, 
Std IX, 

S.LC.E.S. High School, 
Ambernath. 

























T have been a regular rei 
Gokulam for five years now 
Gokulam is the best magazine not 
only for children but for all ages. 1 
like Wonder Science, Grandma- 
worm, Jokes. Budding Chef and 
Creative Comer. 

R. Akshaya Reddy 

Good § 


ler of 








td VII, 
yepherd Convent, 
Chennai. 








T have been a regular reader of 
Gokulam for over three years. It is 
100% true that Gokulam is educative, 
enjoyable and interesting for all 
children. Hove Gokulam very much. 
It is the best monthly magazine 
Thank you for such a great magazine. 

— M. Saravanaa Barati, 
Age-12, Delhi 
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Children should be aware of a change in a child's attitude. Both 
everything around them. School are fine within limits. 


children and even older people fail — Varun B. Pai, Std 1X, 
in life for want of social skills. Balamandir High School, 
Parties with friends and relatives Karwar, 
develop these skills. School children 

and adolescents easily pick up Parties are nice and we have lots 


unwanted habits. Ifeel atsleep-overs of fun.But sleep-overs are no! re- 
this could happen. School children quired for children my age. 





may have parties but should avoid — Maanasa Natarajan, 
sleep-overs Std II1, Jnanodaya School, 
—K.Dharini, Bengalcoru 
Std. VIL 
Avila Convent Hr. Sec. School, Il =; 
cs HICH 
weaceLY 


Parties are meant 
for children to so- ‘DAR ATY’ 
cialise and have a 
good time. Sleep- 
overs bring about Parties and sleep-overs with 
:g00d friends strengthen relationship, 
Children learn to do their work on 
their own without depending on their 
parents foreverything. Nevertheless 
parents should see to that children 













QUESTION FOR THE MONTH 


Should school children carry cellphones? 

‘Send us your views by 10.01.2007. Each published an- 
tty wil receive a prize of As. 25/. Remember to inclide 
detaits of your age, class, school and residential address. 
Thase of you who are nan - residents of Inala should sind 
44s a focal (Indian) address too. You can send entries by 
past ar by email (gokulam@ kaltiveeki.com) 














do not get into any bad habits by 
these stay-outs. 

—S.Varun Athreya, 

Vidya Mandi 

Chennai 





Ste 





Parties and sleepovers are happy 
‘occasions for children. It is true that 
children need to study well. But 
there are also some other issues as 
well. They are manners, responsi 
ity and maturity, On such occasions, 








the children stay away from their 
parents for a while and they lear to 
be responsible, become more 












matured and come to know of the 
manners to be followed on such 
occasions. Children should put a bit 
more of effort than on normal days 
and prepare all their lessons before 
hand and then enjoy parties and 
sleep-overs. 
— Anson Mathew, Std. 
St. Thomas’ Boys’ School, 
Kolkata-23. 








When children are at Ys 
they interact with other children 
from various communities. Simi 
larly, when they stay overnight at a 

friend’s house they 
B get exposed to a 
different home 
environment. All this 
helps growth, 
Radhika, 
Std.XI, Sacred Heart Girls? 
Higher Secondary School, 
‘Thanjavur 














Meera 


C= bodies — the S 
‘Moon, planets, and stars 
— have provided us a reference 


for measuring the passage of 
time throughout our existen 








Ancient civilizations relied upon 
the apparent motion of these 
bodies through the sky to de- 
termine seasons, months. 
years. 

In every culture, some peo 
were preoccupied with meas 
ing and recording the pas 
of time. Ice-age hunters 
Europe over 20,000 years ago 


v | 










age 














scratched lines and gouged holes 
and bones, possibly 
the days between 
es of the moon. Ther2 are 
no written records of 


in sticks 
counting 























Stonehenge, built over 4000 
years in England, but its 
alignments show its purposes 
hat apparently included the 
determination of seasonal or 
elestial events, such as 
eclipses. 





A lunar calendar is synzhro- 
nized to the motion of the Moon 
(lunar phases); an example is 


yaw LL ant 


* The Stonehenge, England 








There are some calendars 
that appear to be synchro- 
nized to the motion of 
Venus, such as some of 
the ancient Egyptian 
calendars. Synchroni 
zation to Venus 
appears to occur 
primarily in civi 
lizations near the 
equator. 
Very commonly 
a calendar 
includes more 
than one type 
of cycle, a luni- 
solar calendar is 
synchronized 
both to the mo- 
tion of the Moon 
and to the ap- 
parent motion of 
the Islamic calen- the Sun; examples are the Jew- 
dar. ish and the Hindu calendars. 
Asolar calendar _ Solar calendars assign a date 
is based on _ to each solar day. A day may 
perceived seasonal consist of the period between 
changes synchro- sunrise and sunset, with a 
nized to the following period of night, or it 
apparent motion may be a period between 
of the Sun; successive events such as two 
an example is the sunsets. The length of the inter- 
Persian calendar. val between two such succes- 
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sive events may be allowed to 
vary slightly during the year, or 
it may be averaged into a mean 
solar day. A luni-solar calendar 
is a lunar calendar that com- 
pensates by adding an extra 
month as needed to realign the 


months with the seasons. An 
example is the Jewish calendar 
which uses a 19-year cycle. The 
Hindu calendar on the other 
hand uses a 60-year cycle 

During the Middle Ages, 
January 1 became the begin 
ning of the calendar year. Some 
countries, especially Roman 
Catholic nations began the year 
on 25 December and 
others at 25 March (reincarna 
tion of Christ) 


some 


The Gregorian calendar is 
the most widely used calendar 
in the world today. It replaced 
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the Julian calendar that was 
introduced by Julius Caesar 
in 45 BC. It was in use till 
the twentieth century in 
some orthodox churches 
The Gregorian calencar's 
years are numbered based 
on the traditional birth year 
of Jesus, which is labelled 
the “anno Domini” (AD) 
era and sometimes “com- 
mon era” (CE) 

The Gregorian solar 
calendar is an arithmetical 
calendar. It counts days as the 
basic unit of grouping 
them into years of 365 or 366 
days. A Gregorian year is divid- 
ed into twelve months of 
irregular length. A calendar date 
is fully specified by the year, the 
month (identified by name or 
number), and the day of the 
month (numbered sequent ally 
starting at 1), A leap year occurs 
once in four years. 


time, 


The primary practical us? of 
a calendar is to identify days. 
Days may be significant for 
civil, religious or social reasons. 
For example, a calendar pro- 
vides a way to determine which 
days are religious or civil holi- 
days, which days mark the 


100 ALL DIFFERENT, ALL LARGE 
WHOLE WORLD, USED 
COMMEMORATIVE STAMP PACKET 
Rs.100/- BY MONEY ORDER. NO V.P.P 
ALL STAMPS ARE GENUINE AND 

CATALOGUED 


T.N.K. RAMANUJAM, GE 
50/71B, KHANPALAYAM II STREET, 
MADURAI - 625 009 








beginning and end of business or a contract expires. A calen- 
accounting periods, and which dar may also, by identifying a 
days have legal significance, day and date, provide other 
such as the day taxes are due useful information about the 
day such as its season 

In the modern world, writ- 
ten calendars are no longer an 
essential part of such systems 
as the advent of accurate 
clocks has made it possible to 
record time independently of 
astronomical events. Calendars 
may change and time will 
pass but the time at our dis- 
posal will continue to remain 
precious always. So, let's re- 
solve to use it wisely this new 























oH I 
Manipur has a rich FY 
and varied avifauna. 
Of all the varieties | 
like the pheasant 
family. All the members of this 
species are colourful, but 
Mrs.Hume’s Barebacked 


+ Burmese peatow! 









Yperlaculal 


—T 


Pheasant and Blyth’s 
traqopan, found in Manipur 
are spectacular and stand 
out from the rest of the 
group. The Kaleej pheasant, 
arich mixture of steely black 
and white, is very elegant 
The Burmese peafowl and 


0 p 


(i 


wrest 
tt te 1h —~ 
jungel fowl are the other long 
feathered pheasants found 
in Manipur. 
— Thounaojam 
Tamphasaina, 
Std.Xil, 
K.V. Langjing, 
Imphal, Manipur 





* Mrs.Hume's pheasan 
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Touraco is an African bird, 
whose beautiful red colour washes 
away in the rain! The red pigment 
is unique to the touracos. There are 
touracos with different coloured 
crests. 















—C.R.Vishnu, 





Std.IX, 

A Kangaroo rat can survive Vana Vani 
without water longer than M.HS.S., 
Chennai 


camels. It can go through its 
entire life 3.5 years without 
taking a sip of water. 
—Sanjana Rangar 
Std.VI, 
National Public School, 
Bengalooru. 
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Be. a Contributor! 
Be a Contrioutor’ 
White for Us! Become a Gokulam writer or 
us reporter! 

Send in your contributions to Gokulam either by post or 
e-mail (gokulam@kalkiweekly.com) 

Each and every contribution you send must 
have the following: 

Your Name, Your Age , Your Class, 
School name and Address, Your 
Residential Address 
While news, fairy tales, myths, ete can 
be re-written you must tell us 
where you have picked this re- 

written material from. In other words, if you have 

used a ‘source’ for something you have writien, 
you must tell us what the ‘source’ is. Otherwis2, it 
will amount to copying! 

We appreciate and welcome all 
ORIGINAL contributions and we 

encourage you to be CREATIVE. If we find that a 
contribution has been copied, the contributor will 
be black listed and lose future opportunities. 
Though we may be unable to publish all your 
contributions, do not be disheartened - we would 
like you to know that every little snippet you send 
is read, considered and evaluated by us. e= 
Please attach a self-addressed stamped envelope 
with your contribution so that it can be mailed back 
to you in case it is not published. 
Every published contribution (other than letters and 
queries), will receive a Participation Certificate. At 
the end of the one year period ending June 20107, 
the contributor who has collected the maximum 
number of certificates will receive a special 
prize. 

+7, Il So be a Gokulam contributor 
“" and try to win the Special Prize! 

Here's wishing you All the Best! 





* 
Be Creative; 
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INTERESTING NBT TITLES FOR CHILDREN 





48 pp Rs. 1300 





Playing Together by Bex Agsra 98 pp Rs. 1700 
‘An engsh rendering of he Nina ongeal te whch encasnes on Be catechism echngue By way a nFeduCNg 
Crossword purses A saga of wel documented facts a wel as an acy book or chon, 


ABond of Love by Pushpa Sarena 18pp Rs 13.00, 
‘A toxching sory about young Boy whe creates a bend of ove win wees and makes everyone ease te s8me 
Wonders of the Deep Sea by 8F cmsapaa 52 pp Rs. 35.00 





‘The Clover Farmer & Four Thugs by Soma Ksvsne 24 po Rs 17.00 
CCharmingy tutate wry St how amet every saves mae tom beng oes by fou ths 


‘The Groat Balloon Story by RK Mem 6 pp Re. 25.00 
‘The book races the sory and the fe bacon very enigmatic manner The advenitous expeditions 
of various people on basauns ax a Ra ues i ger tres 


‘Anandi's Rainbow _ by Anup Roy 20 pp Rs. 1700 
‘An enhusiase painter, anand once cares he bush to pact Me garden wth he brght hues othe rainbow AN 
Imaginative story win colour luaratons by Anup Ray 


The Lost Ant _by Kamal Kant Koner 1659 Rs. 1300 
«singe slory about an ant tat loses her way back home and Be lesson she leas nthe process. eloquent 
‘cts eniven the art 


The Lion and the Hedgehog ty JB Sharma 14 pp Rs 1200 
Even a smal and gy looking badge an important crete by god er sme uta pupone The bon ans. 
‘na lesaon nt faacnating oy 


Raju and Jimmi by Bandta Prudsn 400 Rs. 1800 
"isa senate porayat of» young Boy who cares for his pet og mes 





The Best Thirteen 1209p Re 40.00, 
‘Acolecion of ome one oustanding stories tom te man anguages ofa lusate by the wellinown at 
‘mickey ote. 





Road me a Story 187 pp Rs, 2000 
‘Acalecton of 32 snp stones ram arent counties wen charmng sus¥aton fr young Caren 
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ceremony al the ISth Asian € 
athe Khalifa Inter 

in Doha as Qa 
Katong and vuhiee 








jonal Stadiurr 
ar celebrated its 
An audic 
50,000 was held spellbound, 
spectacular show that was on par 
with the best of the Olympics 
ceremonies anywhere in the world 








The sport events contested at 
these games were in 46 disciplines 
All event 
after the opening cerem 
Badminton, Baseball, Baske 
Football, Table tennis. 

Volleyball, which had started before 


the opening ceremony 


from 39 sports. 












Indi. 
ld, 18 


In the final medals tally 





stood sixth at 54, with 10 g 
silver and 26 bronze medals 


* Pankaj Advani - Ashok Shanditya 








* Koneru Humpy came up with 
a superb performance to claim the 
gold in women’s rapid chess, Hunipy 
gave India its first gold medal in the 
15th Asian C 





% It was the fifth successive gold 
in kabaddi since it was introduced 
in Beijing in 1990. 

X India’s gloomy ‘run’ ended on 
4 bright note with the women’s team 
gold in the 400m relay 
Mirza made history by 





ing the 





Sani 
ming the first Indian woman to 











* Konguettimp' 


a! 


the famous “A Thousand and One 
Nights’! As the sun set, the giant 
cauldron, standing majestically over 
the Khalifa Stadium cooled off 
bringing down the curtains on a 


rea 











show well presented, 


The Olympic Council of 


win 3 medals—2 slivers and a gold! 
X Jaspal R. 
standard pistol gold. This is a repe 
















won the 





met 





after a 12-year gap! 

X Th was a 1-2 in bill 
Pankaj Advani b 2 
Ashok Shandilya to settle 





rds with 








Asia 











(OCA) fl 
passed on to the 
Mayor of Guan; 
the next Asian G: 

ed in 2010, The people of 
hou presented a cultural 





hou, for 








mes to be 


nme, the Charm of the 
at 

Thank you Qatar and thank you 
athletes of Asia. See you all in 
said the president of 





te of Chinese culture, 





he closing 





as the opening 
the continuation of the enchanting 
stories of wisdom and morals from Al-Sabah. 


s were just as 





spectac It was 
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Swampy 40H 





















Material Required = 
* A picture * ice cream 
sticks * sharp blade or 
knife * glue, 

Optional * Sketch pens 
* crayons, colour pen- 
cils 


Method : 

Select a picture that fits 
on twelve to fifteen ice 
cream sticks pluced 
one beside the 
other. 
ice cream sticks. 

Mix up the sticks. Try to put back 
the picture. You could time yourself. 
You could even have a competition 
with family and friends to see who 
completes the pictrue puzzle in the 
shortest time! 

Have fun! 

- S.Suchitra, Std.VII, 

‘Carmel Convent High School, 


Alternately, you Bengalooru 


can draw and colour 
your own picture, = 
On the back of the 
picture carefully paste the ice- 
cream sticks. Place them close to 
each other in perfect alignment at 
the top and bottom. 
Set aside to dry completely. 
With a sharp blade or knife, 
carefully cut the picture along the 
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Mention the word cartoon and 
the first picture that comes to the 
mind is Mickey Mouse or Donald 
Duck! These characters were given 
life by none other than Walt Disney! 

Walter E, Disney was bon on 5 
December 1901, to Flora and Elias 
Disney. It was from a very early age 
that he showed an interest in art. His 
first drawings were of farm animals 
which he did for his 
neighbour. 


His first job was at the 
age of nine when he sketched fo 
barber in return for a free hair cut! 
In 1918 he joined the Red Cross 
and went to France as an ambulance 
driver. There too he showed his 
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creativity by 
covering his 
ambulance not 
with the standard camouflage, but 
with his cartoons! 

By 1923, he decided that his 
future lay in Hollywood and with his 
suitcase and twenty dollars, reached 
Hollywood in pursuit of a new 
career. 

In 1928, he created his world fa- 
mous Mickey Mouse, which was the 
cartoon film to use synchronised 
sound. Mickey was Disney's first 
rd Work, imagi- 
nation and patience paid off at last. 

His first full length film Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs was 
released in 1937. It was produced at 
4 phenomenal cost of $499,000 and 
was a roaring success. His 1ext 
ventures Pinocchio, Fantasia, and 
Dumbo were runaway hits. By 1945, 
Wall Disney became the most loved 
figure and icon of children around 
the globe. 

Disney spent lavishly on studios 
and in achieving perfection in 
his cartoon films. Once he was 









































possessed with an idea, he would go 
all out to realise it to perfection. His 
creative genius always liked new 
challenges and matched them with 
hard labour, perseverance 
and total involvement, He 
was a keen observer and 
@ good storyteller. 

Disney opened up a 
family amusement 

park called 
























Disney wasgiven 











Disneyland in Cali more than 100 awards in 
fornia. Since he cluding 29 academy awards. He was 
loved trains, he used also awarded the Presidential Medal 





them prominently in 

this land of 

wonder and 
ntasy. 


of Freedom in 1964. This di 
ator of the 
multimedia empire, a great pro 
ducer of cartoon films, died in 
1966. The credit of turning, 
mated cartoon films into 
reat work of visual art 
=~ goes to Walt Disney. 
Compiled by 
CRI 





and visionary, the © 



























S.RAGAVAN, Std.lX, 
Mahatma Gandhi, Centenary 
Vidyalaya, Trichy, 






S.AMRITIHA, Std.IX, 
Rosary Matriculation School, 
Chennai 


G.DIVNA, 
Std.IX. Stoseph Convent Girls \ ots 
High School, Bengalooru 






PSATHIYA MOORTHI 
StdiVill, Saradha, Matriculation, 
School, Gingee: 












IiS.SHIREE RANJANI, 


StdiV; Sel Vidya 
Mandir Matriculation, NS 


School, Thuralyut 


SANE MISHRA 
tdilV; 2. 
Loyola School, S6%° 0 
Bhubaneshwar, 


TABA YEDI) 
Sia, Vananda 
cendra, Vidyalaya, 
Seles, 
goa Pradesh, 


ds) 





‘The exams were over and it was 
the last day of school. I was in the 


fifth class then. Our classroom was 
on the second floor of a six-storied 





We reached the top floor. It felt 
ecrie and spooky. We entered one of 
the rooms and got the shock of our 
lives when an old woman peered at 
us and screamed. We took to our 





y grandmother never tires of narrating 
this incident which happened when | 
‘was just two years old. Since both my 
parents were working, it was my 
grandparents who took care of me. One 
afternoon after she had got me to sleep, my 
grandma went about her chores. An hour or 
s0 later she pecped in to check on me. Imagine 
her shock when she did not find me in the 
room! She looked around the whole house but 


1 was nowhere to be found, 
She rang up the family 
members and all of them 
rushed home. My moter, 
father, uncle and grandpa 
decided to go in different 
directions to look for m2. 
Ina short while my uncle 
returned carrying me, much 
to their relief. He told the 








building. My friends and 1 had heels and did not stop till we reached 
always been curious to know what the school gates!! 
was on the sixth floor. So, withno - —C, Sathya Jegan, Std. Vil, 


‘one around to stop us, we decided 
to explore! 
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Vikaasa School, Madurai 





















eae garden, It was my 
fem stick ¢: father who'd gather 
ow Z the vegetables every 


This incident occurred when Phi day. One moming my 
I was in class five. It is not one father had to go out 
I'd forget in hurry. We had rather early, My mother 
Bit Sen asked me to pluck some 
vegetable drumsticks for the sambar 
she was preparing. I saw one hanging 
low enough for me to pluck, As I 
approached the tree I noticed a large 
cockroach on my path. | was scared of 
cockroaches. So keeping an eye on the 
cockroach I reached out and caught hold 
of the drumstick. As I was about to pull it 
1 felt it move. | looked up to see I was 
\ holding a baby green snake in my hand! I 
US ce dropped it and ran for my life. 
“ we —P.V. Karthick, Std. IX, 
‘TVS Mat Hr Sec School, 
Madurai. 





















mmily that he found a man holding me 
F the bakery on the next street. On 
enquiry, the man said that he had found 
me crawling along the road, He looked 
around could not find any one who 
claimed the child. So he had picked me 
up! 








— Harshitha.R, Std IX, 
M.E.S. Kishora Kendra, 
Bengalooru. 
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betes is now a widespread 
sease affecting more than 30 
million people in the world, some of 
who don’t realise they have it. This 
condition is believed to be due to the 
lack of insulin production by the 
pancreas, 

Insulin: is the hormone that 
regulates the use of sugar and starch 
by the body. Without insulin, a 
person can eat lots of food and still 
feel starved. This is because many 
of the cells cannot access the calories 
contained in the glucose without the 
action of insulin, This 
leads to blood sugar 
levels running higher 
than normal 

Extreme thirst, loss of 
weight and weakness are 
some of the symptoms. If 
left unattended, the patient 
may become comatose 
resulting in early death 

‘The credit for isolating 
and preparing artificially produced 
insulin goes to Frederick G. Banting, 
a Canadian doctor and scientist. This 
s achieved with the assistance of 
Charles Best, a young graduate, in 
the laboratory provided by Prof. 
John MacLeod. In 1922, they used 
it for the first time on diabetic 
patients. Banting and Best were 
awarded with the Nobel Prize for 








gp 
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CA 











* Frederick G. Banting 


Medicine in 1923. 

Cattle and pig insulin worked 
very well for the vast majority of 
patients, but some developed an 
allergy or other types of reactions to 
the foreign protein. In 1978, the first 
genetically engineered human 








GL , ’ 


Sugar Dragon, 


insulin was produced in in the United 
States. The technology which made 
this approach possible was the 
development of-new DNA techni- 
ques. Pharmaceutical companies 
were able to isolate pure human 
insulin, 
— Avinash Somanathan, Std VI, 
South Indian Assn. High School, 
Mumbai. 


Jonuary 2007 GOKULAM 25, 





All my family members tell me 
to work on maths and now I have 
developed hatred for it.The result 
is Lam disinterested and unable to 
solve the problems 


















weak in the subject 


your future. So take it in the proper 
spirit, Tell them politely, yet firmly 
that you are doing your very best and 
don't need any prompting, Develop: 
ing an interest in any subject de 

pends on your understanding of the 
same. Seek guidance from an elderly 
person who is brilliant in maths. If 
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correctly, Please 
help. 

Swathi 
reenath, 

Raipur 
Dear Swathi, 

Your family 
members ask you 
10 study maths 
because they 
know you are 


ws 
and they are concerned about 


you show a genuine eagerness to 
learn, he or she is sure to help you. 


1 would love to have regular 
contacts with Gokulam 
through my con- 
trib ns. But 

due to heavy hur- 
den of homework 

Tam unable to keep 

in touch, Can you 


Hol 
JNU 


suggest a way out? 
5. Steffy, Coimbatore 











Dear Steffy 

Homework is of course important 
and you need to be upto date in your 
studies. But don't allow your school 
and lessons to dominate 
life. God given life should also be en: 
joyed. Weekends are meant for this. 
Surely you can spare a couple of 


jour entire 





hours during weekends to read 
Gokulam and to write for it. Obser 
nature, indulge in hobbies and play 
some games. Have fun! 





Tam a lazy girl with no sense of 
determination. I prepare a time- 



















table to manage my time at home, 
but tear it up the next day 
studying but when I see the lengthy 
answers in history and geography, 
1am dazed and I stop reading! 
How do I overcome these prob- 
lems? 
— Radhika Ramesh, Thane 
Near Radhika, 
First of all I want to apologise to 
you for condensing your very lengthy 








letter into a few lines, out of necessity. 
Now let me address your problem. 
Your laziness and lack of deter- 
mination may be a state of mind or it 
may be you are physically weak. Eat 
nourishing food; consult your family 
doctor. To improve your mind and 
will power, you can try yogasanas 
and meditation taught by an expert. 
The school curriculum is prepared 
in such a way that you get some 
basic knowledge in all subjects. 
Specialisation comes later at college 
level. So, even if you don’t like a 
subject or two, you have to study 
them. Don't mug up. That is a boring 
way to study. Try to understand the 


lesson. Imagine 
you are riding a 
‘time-machine’ 
which takes you back and forth in the 
corridors of histori-cal periods. Or, 
imagine yourself to be a tourist 
visiting various countries of the 
world, gaining first hand information 
about them. This will help youto get 
interested. Above all, remember that 
you study not to satisfy others but for 
your own bright future. Good luck, 
Love, 
Grandmaworm 
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DETECTIVE, 


Pu 


Two strangers hiding 
come back 


‘Are you sure, we at night. 
can break into this 
school? 


D\Y farudhan 
y 7 Pictures: 
Pillai 
‘We'll 
make it 
tonight. 
bring a 
rented car to 
carry the things 
































Yes, they have 
computers. We 

can sell them at 
a good price. 


School hostel. Dumpy and friends playing 


Boys! les getting 
dark. Come in, 









‘All of them get into the Fine Where shall | [Oumpy and Krish roam 
hostel except. we go? around the schoo! 
building, talking. 











I don't 
feel like 
sleeping 
Let's take 






Let's go to 
the back. 
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The two thieves arrive at the school. They 
park the rented car outside the compound. 


Hssssssh, 
Don’t make 
any noise. 





‘At the same time, ‘Oh no! The door is locked. 
Dumpy and Krish walk We can't get in. 
back to the hostel 


‘Come on, let's 
get back. 
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Took! 

I told you 
something is 

wrong here. Two 
thieves are No. if we make a 
climbing up to noise, the thieves 
the lab, will run away. Lee's 
follow them. 


Shall we call the warden? 


‘Oh my! 
What shall 


{will climb up 
this rope. You stay 
here. 





‘So many computers here. impy 
Good for us. climbs up 


You start collecting the 

iters.| will try to open the 

door, so that we can escape 
through the other side. 


Yes. | have 
collected 
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‘Dumpy reaches the computer lab and Derepy gets an ea 
hides behind a table ina flash, He slowly 


slips into the 
chemistry lab. 





‘What's that noise? 
Did you drop 


The bottle | 
dropped contained 
Nitrous Oxide! 
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SANDHYA SRID 


The story so fai 

The Mehras are hunting for their 
lost dog named Biscuit, when they 
‘meet Sunita, Sunita takes them home 
10 her mother Sangeetha who is an 
animal activist, All of them set out 
10 look for Biscuit 

On the way they meet Ranjith and 
Suresh, Suresh tells them that he had 
seen Biscuit being taken away in a 
vet's van that morning... Read on 


Who Was the Vet? 


“The vet??!!!" Everyone ex- 





claimed it seemed, at the same time. 
The Mehras now moved closer to 


THE MYSI 
l 





Suresh, completely agitated. “Which 
vet? How do you know it was a vet?” 

Suresh was a little startled by 
these reactions and looked uncom: 
fortable. He didn’t know what (o say 

Then Sangeetha gently asked 
him, “Tell us what happened Suresh. 
You saw someone take away the 
dog?” 
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Suresh swallowed visibly. “Well 


aunty..." he stammered, “It looked 
like the same dog that belongs to this 
uncle. They were taking him away 
from in front of their apartment 
too... Mummy had sent me ou: to 
buy some milk because ours got 
spoilt while she was boiling it in the 
moming and. 

“Never mind the milk,” snapped 
Sunil, before he realized he was be- 
ing rude... “Tell me what happened 
to the dog..!!!" 

Suresh was now stammering rer- 
vously. “Well, the vet's van was 
standing outside your "zi 


(STERN 










gates and two men 
were carrying the 
dog out. The dog 
seemed very weak 
and faint. The men had 
put him in a stretcher 
and put him in the back 
of the van and they 
drove away 


Between questions it emerged 
that this whole ‘taking away the dog 
‘operation’ would have taken about 
less than a minute. A vet's van with 
4 picture of dogs and cats on it say- 
ing ‘Veterinary Services’ had 
speeded toa halt in front ofthe apart- 
ment as Suresh had been walki 
down the street; and as he was pas 
ing the apartment, had loaded the 
stretcher with the dog in the back and 
had speeded away. The operation 
had been smoothly timed. The dog 
had been kidnapped! 











Listening to this, Sunita shivered. 
She looked nervously down the road 
to her house, where she had left 
Snoopy behind. He was safe, right? 
She turned to her mother and said, 

‘Amma, I am going back home to 
see if Snoopy is oka 

She then tumed and raced back 
home. 

A Watchman Who Didn't 
Watch 
Sunita, who had raced back home 
to check on Snoopy, found him 
snoozing in his ken- 
nel, his head be- 
‘tween his paws. He 
looked absolutely 












4 
ie 


adorable! “Oh my baby!” crooned 
Sunita cuddling him, “I will not los 
you.” 

Right behind her were Ranjith 
and Suresh, cricket forgotten, all 
agog to find out, 
what was goingon, “We 
Their bickerings 
forgotten, Sunita 
said, “Come, let's 
go to help amma 
and the Mehras,.. Perhaps we will 
have to register a police complaint. 
Labradors are valuable dogs you 
know.” 

Ranjith and Suresh, hardly dog 
lovers, nodded a little doubtful. 
“Er...” Ranjith asked a little hesi- 
tantly, “How much would a Labra- 
dor cost?” “Eight to ten thousand 











have to register 
a police complaint. 

Labradors are valuable 

dogs you know’ 


rupees for a good pedigree,” said 
Sunita. The boys looked at her in 
amazement!!! “So Snoopy must be 
valuable too,” he said. “Yes,” replied 
‘Sunita emphatically, “Very valucble. 
He is very valuable 
tome... love him!” 
Kamali, their 
maid peeked out of 
" the window, “What 
is happening?” 
“Kamali,” said Sunita, “Please keep 
an eye on Snoopy. I came to ckeck 
if he is okay... A dog has been sto- 
len in our colony... I will be bat 
Saying this Sunita and the boys 
trooped out of the gate. Soon there 
was an animated discussion on the 
morning's episode. “How is it that 
their watchman did not see the dog 
































The Cactus belongs to the flowering plant species. There are more 


than 14,000 varieties of cact 


They 


ry in shape and size. Some 





are as small as a fingernail. Some resemble a pot and some are 


straight and stand tall, 


* Pin Cushion Cactus 
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* Barrel Cactus 





being carried out?” asked Ranjith. 
“True,” said Sunita, “Very strange. 
Was there a vet's name on the van?” 
“No,” said Suresh, shaking his 
head quite emphatically, “Just 
“Veterinary Services’ — it did not 
strike me as strange at that time 
But maybe... this vet’s hospital is 
called ‘Veterinary Services"? We 
need to check that... That's possible, 
no?" They soon reached the Mehras’ 
apartment block, The Mehras and 
their dog, it seemed, were popular 
with their neighbours, Everyone was 
out that Sunday, looking for the dog. 
‘The watchman could be seen, his 
hands to his head, being berated by 
all, in general, who happened to pass 
him, He squatted by a flower bed, 
looking completely distressed. 








“Totally useless. 
That's what you are, 
screamed Mrs. Mehra. 

The boys and Sunita 
gathered what had hap- 
pened soon enough 
Yes, the watchman 
had seen the van with 
the pictures of cats 
and dogs on it. He had 
thought it was the ani- 
mal doctors taking away a sick 
dog and nothing more, He had not 
bothered to check... Why not? Be- 
cause, he was not feeling too well 
himself this morning. The previous 
night a few of his cronies had come 
‘over, and the group had spent the bet- 
ter part of the night playing cards and 
making merry. It was no use, his 















The flowers of the cactus are very 


beautiful. Yellow, white, orange 
and different shades of red are 


the colours of these flowers. How- 
ever, the ‘Night Bloom’ is white 


and most beautiful. All Night 
Bloom cacti plants flower the 





Cacti grow not only in deserts but in all types 
of dry and arid places. The roots of the cacti 
do not go deep into the soil but spread out in 
the top layers. So they are able to absorb a 
larger spread of rain water and save It up. 


* Organ 
Pipe 
Cactus 


* Night 
Bloom 





same night and the blooms fade away the next 
morning! Many people gather at night to watch the 











head was aching 

and yes, he was 

completely use- 

less as of this mo- 

ment, simply be- 

cause the building 

association had had 

enough of his ineffi- 

ciencies, He had been sacked. Which 

in all, was no information or use at 

all, since all the watchman’s version 

had done, was corroborate what 
Suresh had seen, 


Calling Cops and Vets 

Soon the cops were called and 
Sunita, who had been searching for 
her mother in all this melee, finally 
found her. She was ensconsed by the 
Mehras phone, and she was calling 





Since cacti do not 
have leaves, their water 
content does not 
evaporate. Moreover, 
since the stems have a 
wax like coating, water 
is conserved. That is 
why the cactus is able 
to survive dry condi- 
tions, 





Since the cactus is very thorny, birds 
do not roost on them, But in Arizona, the 


The Saguaro giant 
cactus found in Mexico 
grows up to a height of 
15 metres, but it grows 
very slowly — just 2 
millimetres in a year! 
These cacti are very old 
There are some that are 
around 200 years old! 


all the vets in the city. She had also 
been the person to call the cops. “So 
far,” said Sangeetha, gnawing her 
lower lip in perplexity, “Not one vet 
admits to having a van like the one 
that we heard described." “Ma,” suid 
Sunita, “Did you call our vet to ask 
if he knows anyone like that?” “I 
did,” said Sangeetha, “He too suid 
he does not know anyone with the 
name like ‘Veterinary Services’.” 
Suresh and Ranjith stood aside, 
but all the while watching all the 
proceedings keenly. When the police 
came, a case was registered, but 
there didn’t seem much hope. “We 
will try our best,” they said. “We will 
ook for the van... But often, in such 





ccases, the dog, which seems to be a 
pup really, would probably be resold 








Desert Wren builds its nest atop 

the giant cactus. Tre 

natural enemies of th s 

bird — the snake and 

the'eagle do not come 

anywhere near the 
t! 













pretty quickly. We will do the best 
we can.” Which in all, did nothing 
to instill hope in anyone present. 
Especially the Mehras. Shruti Mehra 
was now openly weeping and there 
were tears flowing 
down her cheeks 
when she said, “He 
was my baby.” 
Sunita turned to see 
a policeman rolling 
his eyes as if to say, “how silly can 
she get’! She felt a dash of anger, 
but swallowed it - she did not have 
the guts to say anything to the in- 
sensitive cop ~ what would be the 
use? 

Some neighbours, who hung 
around till then, soon melted away 
when the cops left. “Let’s go,” said 


“The dog, which seems 
to be a pup really, 
would probably be 

resold pretty quickly!” 


Sangeetha to Sunita and the boys. 
She tured to the Mehras and said, 
“Let's hope they find him. I have 
asked some friends of mine to help 
if they can spot this operation... 
Please give me your 
number. We will be 
in touch.” Telephone 
and mobile numbers 
were exchanged and 
soon they left. 

‘Two days later, someone banged 
‘on Sunita’s gate. “Looks like no one 
sees the bell at the gate,” grumbled 
Kamali, peering out of the front win- 
dow. She turned to Sunita, who had 
just returned from school, and said, 
“Sunita ma, two boys are at the gate. 
I think they are your friends.” 

Next time : A star dog stolen! 








The cactus is native to America. 
Ibis from here that it has spread all 
over the world. American botanist 
Luther Burbank said that the thoms 
in the cacti kept cattle from eating 
them. He spent sixteen years to 
develop a new thorn-free variety of 
Cactus which he successfully fed to 
cattle! 


Some people grow cactus 
Just they would grow other 
flowering plants, Fetre Dobrote 
of Romania, 

hol 

teacher 

by 

profession, 

hasa 

collection 





of 14000 


species 
of cacti 








heomseongdae, an astronomi re 





n of Queen Seondeok (632-647) 

cal observatory in Gyeongju, at Gyeongju, Cheomscongdae 
South Korea, is one of the oldest 
surviving astronomical observato- 
ries in East Asia. Dati 


7th century, it is also one of the old 











tar gazing platform’ 





g back to the gr 


he granite-made observatory is 
eters high, 3.1 meters in 
est scientific installations on Earth 

According to Samguk Yusa—the 


record of Korean history— C 





ter at the bottom, Twenty 





ers of six-sided granite 
seongdae was constructed 




























lindrical, bottle-shaped tower on 


quare base, which is 5.35 me 








each side. A squi ade 0 








bars on top of each othe 





the hollow structure. A. 
£365 8 





s were used in it 
The number coincides with the 


ys of a year, and the height of eact 





is 30 cm, It is one of the bes’ 





ed relies in Korea, 


1e believe that it was used for 





father than astronomy 
hough during that era there was little 
differentiation between the two 
Similarities between its design anc 
Mount Sumeru, indicate 
Chee 
Was heavily influenced by 
Buddhism. 
Source : Internet 
— K.Nivetha, 
Std.VIIL, Saradha 
Matriculat 
School, G 
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Greets and colleges generally 
take their students on an excur- 
sion every year, This is either to some 
local place of interest or another city 
Based on my personal experiences I 
ions with 


wish to make some observ 


regard to these trips. 





I ive in a three-room apartment 















with my parents and you 
brother Arun. Both my par 
ents work, Occasionally we 
visit some temples and 
sometimes we go on a 
picnic during holidays. 1 
believe this is the routine 
of most city dwellers. 

My grandparents are 
in Kerala and we visit 
them oni 
two. We paid a visit to 
Kerala when Arun was two 
old, Arun was very 
saw 





in a year or 


ears 
excited when he 






our ancestral house in 
jpound surrounded by trees — 
drumsticks, jackfruits, mangoes and 
coconuts. When grandfather 
uprooted a tapioca plant bearin 
about ten to twelve tapioca tubers, 
Arun was overawed. 

















Young girls and boys paddling 


small boats in the rivers, canals and 
lakes that are aplemty in Keral 
anew sight. Same v 
he saw the vast are 





were 
s the case when 





of rice and 





sugarcane fields, swarms of ducks 
and the spinning of coir yarns on big, 
charkas. 

What 1 wish to stress is that chil 
dren should be taken on excursions 
they can become 


will also learn about the source of the 
produce we get in cities, 
Similarly, children from schools 


in rural areas could come on excur- 





sions to cities, so that they can see 

the advancement that has be: 
achieved in our country. 

— Pooja S. Bhat, Std. IX, 

The Oxford SSS, Bengalooru. 
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1.‘ QUEST 

All the answers to these questions 
begin with the letter *C’ 

1) What is spelacology the sci- 
entific study of? 

2) Which American state iscalled 
“The Golden State?” 

3) Who first discovered that the 
earth revolves around the sun? 
4) Who discovered the 

West Indies? 
5) What was 
the name of 


Maharana Pratap Singh's horse? 
—A. Anees Fathima, Std. IX, 
S.A.B. Matriculation H.S.S., 

Uthamapalayam 


|. CANDLE HANDLE 
The stump of a candle is usually 
thrown away. A clever man found 
that ten such stumps would make a 
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full candle. As luck would have it, 
he found a hundred stumps in his 
house. How many candles could he 
make? 


LETTERS’ WORTH 
This puzzle asks you to assign a 
value to each of the letters. 
They have been put 

into a grid and the 
sum of each row and 
column has been 
calculated. Find the 
value assigned to each 
































~R. Ezil Priya Darshini, Std. VIII, 
TVS. M.HS.S., Madurai 


IV. What's in a name? 
Find the last name of the 
author of the following 


books, 


Across : 





1, Pickwick Papers 
2. Mansfield 
3. Little Women 
4. War and Peace 





5, My Experiments with Truth 


6. The Quidditch 
7. Alice in Wonderland 


Down: 


1. The Hound of Baskerville 
8, Angels and Demons 

9, Twelfth Ni 
10. Invisible Man 
11, Heidi 

12. My Life 




















— Banu Raghuraman, 
Grade 12, St. Thomas 
inas Sec. School, 

Toronto, Canada 
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© Ashwani Kumar, Mumbai 

? During winter, I suffer from 
asthmatic attacks frequently. How 
can I help myself when an attack 
occurs? 

! Don’t panic. Anxiety and ten- 





pulmonologist for proper treatment. 
A metered inhaler will be useful for 
you. Use it as soon as the first symp- 
toms appear. Sit near an open door 
or window to get fresh air. Leave the 
area if there are any offending 
triggers like cold air, dust, smoke, 
pollens and fumes. Don’t have 
anything cold when an asthma attack 
occurs. 








@ J. Prasath, Mumb: 

? I suffer from reddish rashes 
with severe itching all over my 
arms, abdomen, thighs, legs and 
feet every morning after a bath. The 
rashes disappear and itching sub- 
sides within half an hour without 
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any medicines. I consulted many 
doctors who termed it as a tipe of 
allergy. Lam worried. What is this 
ailment and how can I overcome 
this problem? 

!Itis called ‘idiopathic urticaria’, 
Usually no cause can be attr buted 


/— to it. Intestinal worms and rotten 
—teeth are blamed in the majority of 






cases. Taking d 






least twice a year will help. Taking 
aan anti-histamine tablet once a day 
when it itches will also help to re- 
duce the symptoms. Have a dental 
check-up to rule ma tooth, 


a 








This ailment is not harmful. You 
need not be worried. 


© Kavitha Yadav, New Delhi 

? There are so many advertive- 
ments on shampoos and hair 
oils in the media, What kind of 
shampoo and hair oil will help to 
enhance growth of the hair? 

! Most advertisements make tall 
claims, There is no known shampoo 
and hair oil that enhance growth of 
the hair. A shampoo is a detergent 
that washes hair. Grease on the hair 
attracts dirt and a shampoo washes 
it. Hair oil helps to groom the hair 
and keep it in place on combing. Dry 
hair lacks gloss and lustre and is dif- 





ficult to style. Oil provides lubrica- | 


tion and gloss and renders dry hair 
easier to comb, 


© A.Mayilvahanan, Erode 
? Can rabies be transmitted from 
‘man to man? What are the imme- 
diate steps to be taken on being bit- 
ten by a rabid dog? 

! Rabies is a dreadful disease usu- 
ally transmitted to us by a bite of 
rabid dog. The saliva of a rabid dog 
contains the rabies virus that causes 
the disease. The saliva of a rabies 
patient also contains the virus which 
is infectious. So there is a possibi- 
lity of rabies getting transmitted 
from man to man if the patient bites 
others! Another possibility is 
through corneal transplantation. If 
the comea of a person having this 
virus is transplanted to another per- 
son, the receiver will get the disease. 

‘Coming to your second question, 
clean the wound under running 
water with soap for at least five min- 
utes. Remove any dirt or foreign 
matter. Leave the wound open. 
Avoid suturing it. Seek medical help 
immediately. 
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_ APARNA PADMINI il 


Be it eras 


W: left Colombo on a bright, sunny morning 
to our next destination that was a four-hour drive 
away. The scenery enroute reminded me of Kerala, full of 
id fields in varying and brown. We 
arrived at the Khandalama hotel in the afternoon, 

When the Aitken Spence chain of hotels wanted to build 
another hotel they approached Jeffery Bawa, the architect 
and showed him a site. It was an island in the middle of a 
lake, He suggested that they build the hotel overlook 
lake, The place suggested by him was a huge cliff with a 
rocky facade. Finally this serene, scenic and eco-friendly 
resort was built into the rock-face of the cliffs. And mind 
you, it is a full-fledged 152 room, three swimming pools, 
gym, spa and the works. But, you have to search for it amidst 
all the greenery around you. 

The entrance to the resort is like a curving passage cut 
into a large cave with jagged rocks jutting out of one side 
and water trickling down them due to the rain outside. As 
we entered the lobby we were confronted with the most awe- 
inspiring sight of nature at its best. With a deep blue 
swimming pool forming the forefront, we saw this immense 
Jake with an island in the middle, surrounded by forests with 
hills in the background. It was as if nature was embracing 
you into its fold. 

Every room in the whole building faced this awesome 
scene. When you stood in the restaurant on the seventh floor 


a slice, Of 








tees shades of gre 




















Travel | [= 


you could see a lush lawn, huge cacti 





nd creepers on the 
roof of the block beside you. When you stepped out of your 
room, trees were right outside the corridor dripping droplets 
n. If you just stopped to listen you could hear many 
birdcalls. If you looked out of your room you could see 
Various birds flying to and fro from their nests. Every time 
you looked out the lake looked different. Sometimes, bright 
blue with the sun shining down upon it, someti 




















es reflectin 
rain clouds in the sky 
Sometimes shimmering with ripples and sometimes as stil 
asa la 





the sober grey of the broodi 





pond. 





spent two idyllic days in this resort, just communing 
lure. There were other places to visit, all a two and 





If hour drive away. We just couldn't go, We were so 
filled with peace and quictude that we did not want to rush 
ind the 
It is generally felt that it is difficult for veget 





about he! 








ge in Sri Lanka, But to our utter delight we found that 






ry meal had dishes and 


anka. The 








inimum of four veg 
specialty of Sri 
food was very different and very tasty. 






the famous aapam and stew. 





When we stepped out of our room at night we were 
light flicker for a 
second. Then we saw another and another. Fireflies! 
Hundreds of them fluttering among the trees, We had never 
fireflies before. It was a beautiful sight that 
we stowed away in our memories. The corridors were lit 
with the old hurricane lights with candles inside them, 
notito detract from the natural environment around us. Sede 

The trip was like alice of Heaven handed to =~ 
tus on a platter! 


Surprised to see a small fluorescent gre: 












seen son 


































I still remember that incident 
“—- after all these years! 


I was on my way to spead 





cation with my sis‘er 
on the estate in Newmall 
in Siliguri, The journey 
from Allahabad had 
been rather tiring and 
here | was at Baruni 
waiting to catch the connecting 





> Siliguri, There was a nip 
ir early in the morning, 
guard told me that the 
train would reach Newmall 
at dusk. So there would 





be plenty of time for me 
to pick up a gift for my 
sister before catching the 
bus to the estate. The 
journey to Newmall 
was unevent‘ul 

= till we were just 
an hour away. 


There was an accident and the train 
was delayed by almost four hours 


1 alighted at Newmall to find 
the station and the surrounding 
area in darkness. There had been a 
power breakdown. On enquiring with a 
tea stall owner, I found that the last bus 
had left. He told me that the only way to 
reach my destination was to walk. He however 
gave me explicit instructions on how to get there. 

It was a mud track used by the villagers and 
estate workers. It ran through the labour colony, 
and through a short stretch of forest area, He 
also handed me a stout staff, to use as a walk- 
ing stick which made a tapping sound each 
time I put it down, 









I set off at an easy pace. The journey was 
fairly pleasant despite the light drizzle. Just ~ 
after | crossed the labour colony, I had this 
uneasy feeling of being followed. | stopped and 
turned a few times but 1 could see no one. | 
figured | had a kilometre to go to the estate. 

I quickened my steps, speeding up gradually till | was 
jogging along, my stick going tap-tap all the while. I had 
gone about half a kilometre when I saw the welcoming 

lights of the bungalow 


some distance —_— 

ahead. Suddenly 
P I could feel ; 

I someone 
= = ss 4 = 
\| ¥ 

qty wh, 
SS) — St Ow. (. 


wth 

















breathing down my neck! I de: 
cided I would stop and confront 
my stalker, when the silence of 
the night was shattered by a 
high-pitched eerie laughter. | re- 
acted by turning around sharp! 
swinging my staff in an arc. For 
just a fraction of a second | 
thought I saw a yellow pair of 
hungry eves, before I felt my 
staff strike someone or some 
thing hard, making a thud 
Whatever it was 
animal, crashed into the under 
growth and disappeared 

I'ran to towards the lamp 
post's welcoming light just a few 
metres ahead and stood thi 
trembling. | just could not move 
and was afraid my legs would 
give way any moment. All the 
while I could hear that creature 
moving in the bushes close by 
With my heart racing madly 





man or 





1 
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took a few deep 
breaths to calm 
down keeping my 
stick ready should | 
be attacked 







Just then | heard 
the faint sound cf an 
engine approacting. 
Afraid to move out 
of the circle of light, 
I waited 1 do not 
know how long. 
Some minutes or 
was it seconds? I 
could make out a motorcycle ap- 
proaching. I ran to the middle 
of the track and waved madly. 
The rider stopped. | tried to 
speak but was dumb struck 
However, he seemed to under- 
stand and waved me to ride pil- 
lion and we roared off. 

I thanked my lucky stars when 
I reached the bungalow. My sis- 
ter was standing in the porch, 
worry writ on her face. I almost 
fainted in her arms. 
The next morning, | took 
them to the spot where | had 
the brush with a mysterious crea- 
ture. We found the paw marks 
of a hyena all the way from the 
end of the labour colony! 

Source 





























Brilliant Essays and 
Letters — PK Paul 
K.Kaniamudhu, Std.XIl, 
Atomic Energy H.S.S. 
Kalpakkam 























You require : 

| loaf of bread - sliced 

2 onions chopped fine 

1 capsicum diced 

1 small cabbage grated 
fine 

1 cup tomato puree 

| cup grated cheese 

2 green chillies cut fine 

Salt to taste 

| tsp chilli powder 

Oil 





we 


Method : Heat 2 tsps 
of oil in a pan. Add the 
onions and 
chopped chillies 
and saute for a few 
minutes. Add the 
capsicum and 
cabbage and saute 
for two minutes. 
Add the tomato 
puree, salt and chilli 
powder and allow to 
simmer when it 
comes to boil. When the sauce is 
ready, remove from fire 

You couldcut the breadsliceinto : 


acircle with the help of a die or the 
lid of a tiffin box. three to five minutes on low heat till 


Spread some sauce on aslice of the cheese melts. Ensure your pizza 
bread and spread grated cheese on _d0es not char. E 

top. Place the *pizza’ in a non-stick — Akshata S.Jain, Std.VI1, 
pan; cover it and allow to cook for GGPS School, Ratnagiri 
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Nature's Gifts 


The Lament of a 
Budding Chet 


Ore fine day | had this wish 
To enter the kitchen and cook a new 
dish. 
| decided to take on this challenge 
— this test, 
To prove, at cooking I'm the best! 
I thought I'd make a sponge cake, 


With cherries and nuts for my sake: 


58 January 2007 GOKULAM 


Oh Look at the tree 
You can't tell it's age. 
It gives us oxygen, 

‘And also lots of shade. 


Look at the cloud in the sky 
It gives us rain 

But it is filled with dust 
And thunders in pain, 


Can you feel the wind, 
That gentle breeze? 
It blows so calmly 
‘And passes through the trees! 
Look at those mountains 
As tall as can be. 
Protecting our country, like & wall 
So the enemy cannot see. 
Nature's gifts are aplenty 
As enticing as gold 
Let's not spoil them 
Or they may turn cold. 
— Vishnu Raghuraman, Std.V, 
DPS Gurgaon, Haryana 


Instead | prepared a dish with 
cabbage 
Alas! It had to be thrown into the 
garbage! 
1 took a whole day to be a perfect 
cook, 
To eacape reading a book: 
What did | cook? Take a guess. 
‘Ob no! Only the kitchen was a total 
mess. 











Sl aterm 


j ‘Some things aren't supposed 
to happen, 


If they do, your spirits dampen, 
But I hope they soon do 
brighten, 
To continue facing all challenges 
earthen, 






Caesar went, he saw, and he 
conquered! 
But | went, | didn’t see, and | 
floundered, 
All along, my alarm bell, pounded, 
But time had me, completely 
grounded, 


Failure is the stepping stone to 
success, 

But it can tum you into a mess. 

Sticking to you like mucous, 

Staying inside, creating a ruckus. 


Time, is a formidable foe! 

Many things, to perfection you should 
know, 

Starting right from the word ‘go’ 

You must relentlessly be on your toe 

However tough it may be, 

However tired you may feel. 


Then, can you truly speak, 
Vini, Vidi, and Vici. 


—PDebbie, Std.VI, —S. Lavanya, Std IX, 
St. Patrick's AIHS School, ‘St.John’s Sr.Sec.School, Mandaveli, 
‘Chennai Chennai 
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Name : M.Saravanaa Barati 

Age : 12 

Address : 3/285, Katra Pedan, 
‘Tilak Bazar, Khari Baoli, Delhi - 110 
006, 

Hobbies : Watching TY, playing 
computer games, throwball and 
badminton, swimming, cycling, 
making new friends. 


Name : S.Akshaya 

Age: 14 

Address : 23/14, Amman Kovil 
Street, Palace Ward, Kuzhithurai - 
629 163, 

Hobbies : Singing, 
reading story books, 
riding, drawing and 
playing on the 
computer. 


Name : G.Anusha 

Age #13 

Address : M9/4, TNHB Colony, 
Korattur, Chennai - 600 080. 

Hobbies : Reading, listening to 
music, watching TV, eycling and 
making new friends, 


Name : Yeshaswini Halthore 


Age: 16 
Address : 44, Vedamandira, 6th 
Main, Sth Block, Jayanagar 


Bengalooru - 560 041 
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Hobbies : Reading, painting, 
dancing, listening to music, 
handicrafts and surfing the ne:. 


Name : Preeti Wilson 
Age : 12 
Address : Qtr. 1-C, Street No.7, 

Sector - 4, Bhilai - 490 001 
Hobbies : Reading Gokulam, 

watching TV, dancing and painting. 





Name : Swathi S. lyer 
Age: 14 
Address : 9/176, Amrai 
CHS, Coast Guard Complex, 





Near Shanti Ashram, Borivili (W), 
Mumbai - 400 013. 

Hobbies : Reading, singing, 
writing poems, watching films, 
listening to music. 


Name : Divya Raj 

Name : 13 

Ramya Enclave, 302, 3rd Floor, 
Abid Nagar Akkaya Palem, 45-53- 
10/2/9, Vishakapatnam - 530 (16. 

Hobbies : Reading, chess, cycling 








listening to music, playing computer Hobbies: Listening to music and 


games, making friends. reading, 
Name : HY. Prema Name : Ankita Kirkire 
Age: 14 Age: 14 


Address :Blg.:14,MIG'C’=14, Address : Block 11, Wadavali 
K.H.B. Colony, Kengeri Satellite Section, Ambernath (E), Thane. 
Hobbies : Playing bad- 
minton, reading and 

cycling 








Name : P.Rithvika 
Age: 16 
Address : 205, 
Ramanashree 
Nagar, 
SOS Village Post, 
(Off) Bannerghatta 
Road, Bengalooru - 
560 076, 
Hobbies : 
Reading, singing, 
listening to music, 
playing badminton and 
computer games 


‘Town, Bengalooru - 560 060, 





Hobbies : Reading, playing, Name : Poornisha Rao 
listening to music, making friends. Age: 14 
Address : 46/56, 1 Floor, 
Name : PS.Siddhartha Othavadai Street, Nammalvarpet, 
Age: 14 Chennai - 600 012. 


‘Address : Roll No.4040, Pandya Hobbies : Reading, playing 
House, Sainik School, Korukonda, carom, glass painting, solving 
Vizianagaram - 535 214 Sudoku 
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uru Nanak was the first 
Sikh Guru. He spent his 

life going from place to place 
showing people the path to 
God. Once he was on a 
visit to Lahore. In that 
city there lived a Sg 
wealthy banker Duni * 
Chand. 

When Duni 
Chand heard 
of Guru 


Nanak's visit to the city, he 
came forth to meet him and in- 
vite him to a special feast in his 
honour. Guru 
Nanak declined 









the invitation, but Duni Chand 
persisted till Nanakji had no 
choice but to accept 


Tt was a grand occasion, and 
the food was sumptuous. How- 
ever all Duni Chand talked 
about was his wealth and him: 






Story 





self, Guru Nanak sat quietly, 
deep in thought. After a while 
he dipped his hand into his bag 
and pulled out a silver needle. 
Handing the needle to Duni 
Chand, Guru Nanak said, 
“Keep this needle with you. But 
remember to return it to me 
when you get to Heaven.” 
Feeling very confused, Duni 
Chand asked, “But Sire, how 





can I take this 
needle with me when 
I die?" 

Guru Nanak 

smiled at him kindly 
and replied, “Verily 
so! But if you can't 
take a small needle 
with you, how do 
you think you can 
carry all your riches 
with you?" 

— M.R.Nandhini, 

Std IX, Bharathi 

Vidya Bhavan, 
Erode 
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Wonder Science 









r almost every forest in India you 
can hear the hum or the song of 

cada. The male cicadas sing using 
special structures on their abdomen, 
tymbals, to attract the female cicada 
‘The best way to identify a cicada is 
by their songs. Each species has its 
distinct, special 
song 

Cicadas are 
small flying, sap- 
sucking insects, 
with transparent 
wings. There are 
000 species of 
cicadas in Asia, 
Australia, New 
Zealand, and North 
America, Scien- 
tists all over the 
world are 
interested 
in cicadas’ That f 
seasonal 
appearance. 

Like the bamboo or kurunji flowers, 
some species appear only in 13 or 
17 year cycles. 

When many cicadas of a species 
emerge, courtship soon begins. The 
male cicadas sing their song to find 
an interested female in the crowd. 
fter they mate, the female 
ces a small slit on a tree and lays 
‘a purse of up to 400 eggs. The adult 
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male and female die soon after. The 
nymphs hatch from eggs in about 
seven weeks, drop to the ground und 
bury into the earth. They live under 
the soil for many years, growing 
through various stages of moult ng 
and gradually get ready to emerge. 

Some cicadas 
are present 
throughout the 
year. Even in these 
species, the 
nymphs spend at 
least four years 
underground 
They gradua ly 
burrow their way 
to the top and 
emerge as the 
earth warms up in 
summer. 

The cicadss* 
chief enemy is the 
cicada - killer 
wasp. The wasp 
catches and paralyzes the cicada, 
then drags it into an underground 
burrow. It lays eggs on the cicacas 
and the emerging larva feed on the 
cicada! 

There is so much about cicadas 
that we are still learning. You can 
help the world to understand Indian 
cicadas better by studying them in 
your locality. 
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Sri Kumaran Children’s 
Home, Bengalooru. 

. N.Vignesh, Stanes H.S.S., 
Coonoor. 

3. M.Manju Barkavi Pillai, 
St. Anthony’s Girls’ High 
School, Mumbai 
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International Centre of 
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* Local address is a must for overseas entries. 


The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 (32. 
* Strictly for school going children * Five lucky winners will get a 
cash award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from 
out of the all correct entries. ¢ Entries with completed grid on the re- 
verse accepted on this form only * No xerox copies. 


Last Date : 12.01.2007 


66 GoKULAM January 2007 


ar 


EE UES OIE ORS MN ON DIOL IE ITE 


ARJUN KANNAN 


[insta battoctcars are si 
common especially in rural 


settings, Bullock comes from the 





Norse word "Boli’, while cart comes 
from Latin ‘carus’ 

The car is the vehicle of conve- 
nience in cities. It derives its 0 





from the same root as cart. The bus, 
usually the mode of public transport, 
is a shortened form of ‘omnibus’ 
which comes from Latin ‘omnis’ 
which literally means ‘for 
all’. How appro- 
pri 

days, people 


ie! These 





are terrified of 
the trucks that 
pass through the 
cities, It is a short 


ened form of truckle, which refers 
to a whee! or a pulley. In the eigh: 
teenth century the meaning 
extended to include the present 
of ‘truck’. The train, from 
Latin ‘Travere’, originally referred 
to the trailing part of a robe. It was 
then extended to mean a line of 
travelling people. 

Now let's look at the origins of 


meanin; 


















pes 
bh 


some sea and air transport vehicles. 
Ship, comes from German ‘Schiff 
while boat comes from old German 
at’. The aeroplane derives its name 
reek ing air 
and ‘planos’ meaning “wandering”. 
So it lite i$ ‘wandering in 
the air’. The jet has its origins in 
French ‘Jeter Thus in 
e literally thrown to your 
destination! 

Finally how many 
of you know where 
the word tank 
comes from? Well 
the tank, Which 

means a small 





form ero” i 








to throw 


ajet you 





pond, comes from several Indian 
languages like Marathi, Sanskrit 
and so on. But the tank that is used 
in war comes from the time when 
it was secretly developed in 1915. 
The code word for the project was 
“tank 
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the important festival of Mal 
Sankranti falls in January, that 
is the month of Magh. Makara 
Sankranti falls on 14th January ev- 
ery year, while the other festivals 
have dates that vary. As you know, 
the earth moves in an 
orbit. Ittakes the earth 
fone year to go round 
the sun. During this 
movement, the earth’s 
axis is tilted. On 22nd 
December, the South Pole 
is closest to the sun. Six 
months later, in June, it 
is the North Pole’s tum 
to be close to the sun 
Tothe people on the 
earth, it seems that 
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the sun starts moving from the South 
to North in December. This appar- 
ent movement is called Uttarayana, 
Itis believed that Uttarayana begins 
on Makara Sankranti, that is 

14th January, and itis a fixed 
day in the Gregorian calen- 
ar. This festival is celebrated 





all over India. 
In Maharash- 
tra, sweets made 
of til (sesame) 
are exchanged with words “Til gul 
ghya ani god, god bola’, which 
means “eat the sweet and speak 
sweetly’. It is also a day for flying 
kites. In Gujarat, there are interna- 
tional kite-flying competitions and 
thousands of colorful kites fill the 
sky. 
In other parts of India, like Tamil 
Nadu and Andhra Pradesh in 
the South, itis the end of the 
harvest season and the 
‘Tamilians celebrate this day as 
sq Pongal’. The first day of 
Pongal is celebrated with 
the family. Kolam 
designs are made 





with rice flour outside the house. 
Doorways are decorated with mango 
leaves and plaited coconut shoots. 
‘On the next day, people offer thanks 
to the sun because the sun gives 
‘warmth which helps the crop to grow 
well, Huge stalks of sugarcane deco- 
rate the courtyard. These are held 
over the pot in which sweet rice is 
cooked in milk. The third and the last 
day of pongal is dedicated to the 
cattle who have helped to reap the 


harvest. Jallikattu, a form of bull 
fight is held in the villages. This is 
now being banned because of the 
cruelty inflected on the animals. 


In North India, Lohri is cel- 
cebrated at this time, Lohri is related 
to the agricultural activities of the 
farmers, On the day of the festival, 


4 





with the setting of the sun, the bon- 
fire is lit with people singing and 
dancing to the tune of Lohri songs. 

‘The munching of seasonal good- 


















ies like popcorn, peanuts 
and sugar cane forms an 
integral part of the 
celebration. Fistfuls of these good- 
ies also find their way into the fire, 
as an offering to the Sun God, the 
giver of all life. 

The next day of 
Lohri signifies the be- 
ginning of the month of 
Magh. According to 
common belief, this is 
an auspicious day to 
take holy dip and 
give away charity. 
Kheer is prepared in 
sugar cane juice to 
mark the day. 

—M.S. Hariharan, 
Std.VI1, Modern English 
School, Mumbai. 















M n is no doubt a great archi ground. Just one mole can dig ove 
tect, But many members of 225 feet in anight. Their homes have 
the animal king 
Their innovative designs and build- which they keep extending. When 





jom are no less. a network of passages and tunnels, 


techniques can inspire and put there is a scarcity of food or flood: 


to shame many an expert. « A tamlly of Molé rats 
Their ingenious use of 

















housing material is amazin, 

Moles, gerbils, lem: 
mings, besides rabbits 
build their homes under 








* Termite Colony 


ing, they move to other bur- 





rows, Lemmings build a vast 
system of halls and tunnels, 
with several nests, with sor 
facilities. The mole rat has 
huge protruding incisors, 
which work as picks, The ani 
mal digs its way thro 








The animals live on wor 





found underground, Moles bite 
the nerve center of the earth- 


to make a 
strong, elastic building 





material, 

The manner in which 
spiders weave their webs is an 
al wonder. However 
some like the pulse spider do 





architectu 


not spin a web at all, Instead 


they live underground in a 





silken tube strengthened 
with plant fibre. Part of the 
bund. When an 
insect crawls aver the surface, the 








* Gerbil lube lies on the 


They then 
store them for later use, Their short 


Worm to immobilise th 





spider rushes up the tube and g 






the victim! Some spiders also make 

hinge 

they lift to catch the prey! 
Source : Internet 


hairs can move in all directions, 
lowing the animal to burrow with 

out dirt ed in it’s fur 
Many insects like bees, ants and 


d lids for these tubes, which 






Aurora Degree C 
Hyderabad. 


termites are social ani 
mals and live in complex 





Termites build sky 
seraper colonies. Their 


mounds can go upto 


10 meures high. Termites f 
chew wood. Undigested 
matter is mixed with the 
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Here are some general facts not disclosed in the 
@ Fred and George Weasley were born on April 
Foo!'s day (10 jok 


Gi 





ley’s first name is Ginevra and she is, 


E-]}} 

ROMAK ae 
YU POLLY 
jor. (Hagrid was NOT in 

























the first female Weasley bor for “seve 
© Hagrid, Lily, and J 
Hufflepuff.) 
There are about a thousand students at Hogwarts. (True, that doesn't 
but LK 
 Hermione’s birthday 





were in Gryffi 





seem 








ember 19th, Ron’s is on March Ist 





© James Potter inherited lots of money and did not need a well-paying 
profession 
© James Potter inherited 
© Witches and wizards ha 


muggle money they acquire, into 
circulation. 

Dumbledore is 150, 
McGonagall is 70, Snupe is 35 
or 36. 
laced in front of a mir 
ror, the inscription on the 
Mirror of Erised (“Erised 





stra chru oyt ube eafu oyt 
on whosi") reads, “I show 
not your face but your 


heart desire. 


To remove the tail that Hagrid 
ave Dudley in the hut on the rock, the 
ital where the 
aid that a wart had 


ot out of control 


Disclosed! 
VO Z é 
th AAA AA) 
Aragog is an Acromantula (see “Fantastic Beasts a 
Where to Find Them”). 

The animal an Animagus 0 
into, is a reflection on 
personalit 

You can do unfocus 
and uncontrolled magic 


without a wand (as when 
Harry blows 


ical quill de 


the birth of every magical 
child, and records itin a book 
McGonagall sen 

ch child 











THE Magazine for, Children, 


We Jove reading. Naturally we love Gokulam! 
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agent for a month after 
month door delivery. 







When Sidhu or Soren is sen 


tenced by the courts, we read the news 





with mixed feelings. We are 
iclivered with 
out fear or favour. At the 


that justice is bei 





we feel sorry that such people were 


allowed to hold positions of pow 


and honour. Navjot @Y, 
Sidhu is an MP. Sunita 
Besidesbeing slex- MW UGL yy 
endary cricketer. 
Shibu Soren was a 
ministerin the union 
et and chief of 
the JMLM. party tll the day of the their own future! These statements 
jud be considered as giant steps to- 
ace and prosperity on both 
sides. Let us hope that India will not 





cab 








nent s 








Sunita Williams an fndian 
can is in outer space. She is 





climedowns miss this great opportunity 
looking forward to the space 

walk outside the Interna- 
tional space station, where 
she will be living for six 
months, carrying out 


After the disastrous 
defeat in one-dayers. the In 
dian cricket team in South 
Africa seems to be recover- 
ing from lethargy. Ganguly 
has been recalled and 
Laxman too is in the team. 
The first test has ended in a 





ien- 





tific experiments, 


There is actimb down in 
the attitude of Musharraf and 


company, The Pakistan historical victory for India 
President has openly: said — the first ever in South 

Africa Soil. The sensational 
haul of five wickets for 
forty runs by 23 year old 
Sreesanth in the first 


that his country had no terri 
torial claim on Kashmir! 
Soon, his foreign minister 
reiterated the policy state- 
ment and added that 
Kashmiris have to decide 


gs was not in vain. 
Good luck to our boys! 
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Sa 
6.5.5. Pee 


“T's out of this world!” exclaimed 
Tarun, to his cousin Shyam. They 
were at the Brindavan Gardens in 
Karnataka. Tarun then tured to his 
uncle and catching hold of his hand 
thanked him sincerely 

“I'm thrilled” he said 

They enjoyed the spectacle for 
some more time. “We have a long 
ride back home,” said Aunt L 
and they had to leave, though relu 





ith 











for dinner Tarun said, “Uncle! You 
have # non-stop fountain in your 
house!” 


said a puzzled 


“The wash basin tap in Shyam's. 
bathroom has developed a leuk.” 
“You mean it's dripping” said 
Lalitha, 
‘No aunty; it’s a leak alright. It 
needs to be fixed at once. Ou ise 








A Fountain 


In Our 








tantly. Une 
to Mysore, 


Prem drove them back 
in his Tata Indigo. 

Tarun went fora wash in the bath- 
room attached to Shyam's room 
which he was sharing with him now 
He was on a holiday in Mysore stay- 
ing with his uncle and aunt and 
ofcourse cousin Shyam. 

‘When he came to the dining room 
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you'll find the overhead tank empty 
tomorrow morning!” 

“My God!" said Prem. He looked 
at his son. “Why didn’t you tell us 
earlier Shyam?” 

“I intended to. But in my excite- 
ment to get ready for the Brirdavan 








trip, I forgot all about it.” 





You could do something about 
it atleast how” said Prem. “You are 





old enough to call the plumber your- 
self.” 

“But it is past 8:30 dad! Palani 
‘would have closed shop.” 
“Let's take a chance” 
fry his cell number 


aid Prem, 








ever you're twice lucky, [have taken 
my kit with me and your apartment 
building is on my way home. “I'll 
be there in five minutes.” 

“We have some hot samosas” said 
Lalitha, “I'll also prepare a cup of 














Shyam acted immediately and 
was glad when Palani responded. 
“I'm heading home” said Palani. 
T've parked my scooter near the 
pavement to answer your call. How- 





tea for Palani.” 


Palani came, saw and conquered! 


The leak was mended in a matter of 
minutes. 
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“I can’t thank you enough for 
coming at this odd hour,” said Prem. 
“AI! the flat owners in this building 
would have been after me tomorrow. 
morning if they were to find the 
overhead tank empty. Water has be- 








come a scarce commodity, you 
know!” 
“You're telling me!” said Palani 








with a smile. “Water conservation 
has become an international require- 
ment today.” He took a bite at the 
samosa offered to him by Lalitha and 
munching on it asked, “Do you know 
why a tap starts dripping? 

When no reply was forthcoming 
Palani continued, “because we don’t 
close it properly. If it is not tightly 
closed, water finds it way through 
tiny gaps and the tap starts dripping. 
Pretty soon the gap widens due to 
erosion and there is a leak... Little 
drops of water...” 

“Make the mighty ocean” con- 
cluded Shyam. “The proverb seems 
to hold good both for savings and 
careless waste... But tell me, who 
taught you plumbing? How did you 
acquire this skill?” 








Palani held the ketchup bottle 
over his second samosa while he an- 
swered Shyam. “It was my father 
Who taught me and he learnt the art 
from his father. Plumbing is not just 
changing washers in taps to stop 
dripping, you know!” 

‘Ofcourse” agreed Tarun, “We 
saw the Brindavan Gardens today 
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Aditya Agarwal 
celebrates his |4ch 
birthday on 4th 
January. 
“May you have a 
nice day anda bright 
future." 


— Sakshi, Family and Friends 





| R.Nivetha celebrates her 18th 
birthday on Ist January. 
We wish you a happy pleasant 
and a joyful birthday and a prosper 
‘ous NewYear. 
—Wishes from your 
dearest friends. 











“| 





What a lot of plumbing work must 
have gone into it! Unimaginable!” 
Fantastic,” agreed Palani. “But 
for houses, plumbing means not only 
pipelines and taps. It includes wash 
basins, water closets, showers, lay- 
ing sewer pipes. storm water drain- 
age pipes and even rain water ha 
vesting.” 
ve read about harvesting rain 
water,” said Tarun. “Dig a pit in the 
garden and drain the storm water into 
it, from the terrace. 
“It’s not as simple as that, But 
generally speaking you are right. 
There are certain specifications for 




















the pit, Storm water can also be 
drained into a well if you have one 
is your garden.” 

“It is a way of recharging under- 
ground water,” concluded Shyam 
and took off in another direction. 
“Tell me what would be the most 
difficult task for you, in your pro- 
fession?” 





Patani took a sip of tea and said, 
“Clogging.” 

“Clogging?” 
‘Yes; to remove the scum from a 
clogged pipeline is a thankless job. 
We don't know where exactly the 
block is and it is a real headache if 
you have concealed pipelines.” 
‘Because you'll have to remove 
the wall tiles to get at the pipes and 





















Devika Suresh 
colobrates her 
birthday on 

27th January. 
“A very very happy birthday” 
—Wishes from father, mother and 
friends. 





Sachin S.Kini colebrates his 6th 
birthday on 23rd January. 

“Extra special 
wishes for an extra 
| special day. Have a 

great birthday:” 
— Best wishes 
from your loving little 





_ sister Sushma. 





relay them later!” 

“Exactly!” 

“But how can we prevent clog- 
ging?” 

“In the overhead tank, the outlet 
pipe should be placed a couple of 
inches above the floor of the tank.” 

“L get it”, said Tarun, “When the 
bore pump is used for a long stretch 
of time, clear water gets exhausted 
and then slush is pumped along with 
the water into the overhead tank. 
This slush will settle at the bottom. 
of the tank and will not reach the out- 
let pipe placed at a little higher 
level!” 

“Right oh!” said Palani, showing 
“thumbs up" sign to Tarun and con- 
tinued : “There is also another out- 
let to clean the overhead tank at the 
level of the bottom surface. So, close 
the outlet pipeline by tightening the 
check valve; open the outlet for 
cleaning and washout the dirt and 
scum atleast once a month." 

“Tl remember to talk about this 
at the flat owners’ association meet- 
ing next Sunday” said Aunty 
Lalitha. 

I must get going now", said 
Palani as uncle Prem paid him for 
his services. “It’s already very 
‘Thanks for the snacks and tea 

“Thanks for repairing the leak”, 
said Tarun. 

As Palani gathered his tools, 
‘Shyam placed a friendly palm on his 
shoulder. “Above all”, he said, 
“Thanks for the info on plumbing!” 
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-89°C is the lowest tempera- 
ture recorded in the south pole 
by the Guinness book 


Though nobody lives in the 
south pole, people live in the 
north pole. How do they 
manage? 





Here we are unable to bear the 
cold in December and January. 


‘Where are’ 


the cool 


drinks and ice 


creams, 





We are borthered with cold 
and sore throat. To escape 
falling ill we have to take 


Young scientist — 
thinkers like you can't 
afford to fall sick... I've 


removed all the eats 








80 GoKuLaM January 2007 





p Land & Wonder. Two brestatng werent pts cer rom op th 
ar the purest cleanest water. the Drggest cides ‘9 India...all backed by the 





